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Figure 1. Valdemar Poulsen. Internationally knoun Danish inventor. Born in Copenha-
gen in 1869 as son of a Supreme Cowrt judge. Classical language student to 1889. In
line with his father's wishes, he commenced studies in medicine but soon abandoned them
and changed to engineering studies. In 1890 he failed a mathematics exam that was part
of the admissions requirements for the Polytechnical College. Employed in 1893 as tele-
phone technician at KTAS (The Copenhagen Telephone Company), where in 1898 he
got the idea leading to the telegraphone. He left KTAS at the end of 1899 to concentrate
on developing the telegraphone. In 1902 he invented the arc transmitter with which he
worked .I[l?'l‘lt.&{ the jri“uu'[lt_ﬂ' 15 years. He was a board member of the companies that
were formed to utilize his inventions. He received a long list of awards, including an ho-
norary doctorate from the Polytechnical College (1929), the same institution whose en-
trance examination he had failed. Valdemar Poulsen died in Copenhagen in 1942,

VALDEMAR POULSEN

Copenhagen Telephone Co.
1890s Denmark
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